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To bring to the attention of Members the Localism Bill and its associated implications 
for Nottinghamshire Fire and Rescue Service. 
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1. BACKGROUND 
  
1.1 Members will be aware that the Localism Bill has now been introduced to 

the House of Commons.  The Bill is described as a Bill to: 
 

“ . . . make provision about the functions and procedures of local and 
certain other authorities; to make provision about the functions of the Local 
Commission for Administration in England; to enable the recovery of 
financial sanctions imposed by the Court of Justice of the European Union 
or the United Kingdom from local and public authorities; to make provision 
about town and country planning, the community infrastructure levy and 
the authorisation of nationally significant infrastructure projects; to make 
provision about regeneration in London; and for connected purposes . . .” 
 

1.2 The part which specifically relates to Fire and Rescue Authorities is 
Chapter 2 and this deals with general powers of certain Fire and Rescue 
Authorities and Fire and Rescue Authorities charging. 

 

2. REPORT 
  

2.1 The Localism Bill was introduced to the House of Commons in December 
2010.  Within Chapter 2 of the Bill are specific elements which amend the 
provisions of the Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004.  In particular the 
following sections are all introduced: 

 

Section 5A Powers of certain Fire and Rescue Authorities in England 

Section 5B Boundaries of power under Section 5A 

Section 5C Power to make provision supplemental to Section 5A 

Section 18A Charging by Authorities in England 

Section 18B Limits on charging under 18A 

Section 18C Cases where a charge may be made for responding to a 
report of fire etc. 

 
2.2 The specific elements relating to the provisions within the Bill are attached as 

appendices to this report, however the following summarises the content. 
 
2.3 Section 5A 
 

2.3.1 This primarily extends the freedoms and flexibilities afforded to Fire 
and Rescue Authorities in line with those currently allocated to 
Services under County Council control.  This gives Fire and Rescue 
Authorities an extended general power of competence which allows 



Fire and Rescue Authorities to be able to use their resources to the 
benefit of the wider community, so long as they believe the activity is 
connected with their functions as a Fire and Rescue Authority.  The 
activity does not have to be a direct one; it is sufficient if the activity is 
intended to be beneficial to the performance of their functions. 

 
2.3.2 In exercising these powers, Fire and Rescue Authorities will have 

similar restrictions as those imposed on Local Authorities under the 
new general powers of competence in that: 

 
• They will have no power to raise taxes or borrow money – other 

than in line with existing arrangements; and 
• No power to override existing legislation. 

 
2.4 Section 18A 
 
 Section 18A introduces a broader scope for them to charge for a wide range 

of services and functions not specifically excluded in the Bill provisions, 
subject to local consultation.  The amount of any charge must be set by the 
Authority and this must ensure that the costs received do not exceed the 
costs incurred. 

 
2/5 As these revised sections are still at the Bill stage there is no need at the 

present time for the Fire Authority to make any specific decisions.  However, 
should the Bill become enacted, then the appropriate revisions to the Fire 
Services Act 2004 will be made. 
 

3. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no specific financial implications arising from this report, although should 
the Localism Bill become enacted, then the Authority may decide to make decisions 
based around the financial status of the Authority. 
 

4. HUMAN RESOURCES AND LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT  
IMPLICATIONS 

  
There are no specific human resources or learning and development implications 
arising from this report. 
 

5. EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
 
There are no specific implications for equalities arising from this report. 
 

6.      CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no specific crime and disorder implications arising from this report. 
 



7.      LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Bill contains provisions which will amend and update the Fire and Rescue 
Services Act 2004 which is the primary legislation for Fire and Rescue Authorities. 
 

8. RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 
 

At present there are no direct or specific risk implications other than the need to be 
aware of the proposed changes to the Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004.  Should 
the Bill become enacted, then the Fire Authority will need to make key decisions on 
when and how to respond to the revised provisions. 

 

9. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

It is recommended that Members: 
 
9.1 Note the Fire and Rescue Authority implications of the Localism Bill ; and 
 
9.2 Agree to accept further reports from the Chief Fire Officer on the outcome 

and the implications for Nottinghamshire Fire and Rescue Service. 
 

10. BACKGROUND PAPERS FOR INSPECTION (OTHER THAN PUBLISHED 
DOCUMENTS) 
 

None. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Frank Swann 
CHIEF FIRE OFFICER 
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